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1.  Central place theory as elaborated by Christaller rests on three hypothesis: that the prime function 
of  a town is to supply goods and services to its surrounding area; that the area it serves is a flat, 
homogeneous plain over which population is evenly distributed; and that towns are located in such a 
way that a good or service can be offered to a particular consumer at only one center. 

In addition to the marketing principle, the strict hierarchy of  central places can be modified by 
two other controlling principles.  The traffic or transport principle alters the zones of  influence in a 
linear fashion: the area serviced by a center situated on a line of  communications assumes an 
elongated rather than hexagonal form. Low-order centers lies on the main transport routes connecting 
the metropolises. In this construct the number of  centers progresses thus: 1, 3, 12, 48, 192 etc. The 
second variant concerns the administrative principles, which favors the development of  centers with 
public services: in this case an efficient spatial distribution produces a construct in which each 
higher-order center has exclusive control over a group of  six lower-order centers 

 
 
 
2.  A second cause of controversy is the broad cultural gap that separated the major historical 
protagonists – not only the cultural differences in language, thought, and values between the 
foreign invaders of China and the resistant Chinese ruling class in the nineteenth century, but also 
the similar differences between that ruling class and the great mass of the Chinese people, once 
they became revolutionary in the twentieth century.  In short, China’s modern history records two 
great dramas – first, the cultural confrontation between the expanding Western civilization of 
international trade and warfare, and the persistent Chinese civilization of agriculture and 
bureaucracy; and second, arising out of the first, the fundamental transformation of China in the 
greatest of all revolutions. 
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